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BLOOM TOWNSHIP’S COVID-19 RESPONSE:
SERVING AND PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITY

425 South Halsted St.
Chicago Heights, IL 60411
Phone: (708) 754 - 9400
www.bloomtownship.org

FIND US ON @ Bloom Township Senior Services
FACEBOOK @ Bloom Township Skyline Pool
@ Bloom Township Food Pantry
@ Bloom Township (Youth and Family)

FOOD PANTRY

In March of 2020 when the Covid-19 pandemic began, Bloom
Township’s Food Pantry became an even more essential
service for our community.

township news

Workers and volunteers in the Food Pantry became
essential workers. Food Pantry services were re-designed to
accommodate a “drive-thru” style method with touchless,
contactless, masked and safe procedures in place to protect
our workers and the clients utilizing the service.

HOLIDAY FOOD BASKETS
By the end of the year, many residents were still
very much in need of a holiday food package.
With a drive-thru system, all Bloom Township
staff were on hand to provide a meal to over 500
families. Cars were lined up as far as the eye
could see! Food insecurity is a concern for Bloom
Township residents and our community comes
together to help in every way we can.

As senior citizens were told to isolate because of their highrisk status, Bloom Township Senior Wheels transportation
services and the Highway Department staff, working in
cooperation with the Cook County Sheriff’s Office, began
assisting the Food Pantry in delivering food packages to the
homes of older adults.
As some grocery stores had empty shelves, Supervisor TJ
Somer was able to secure gallons of milk to be distributed
along with regular food packages. Elected Officials from
Bloom Township helped personally distribute several
hundred gallons of milk.

2021: MOVING FORWARD

Additional donations from other food partners were
added to food packages, helping increase the variety of
meals available to residents.

The Covid-19 pandemic still lingers, but there is always hope. In cooperation with Chicago Heights
School District 170 and Jewel-Osco, Bloom Township was able to assist in making 240 appointments
for a Pfizer Covid-19 vaccination for older adults.
Our multiple departments worked together to
call, schedule and complete the appointments for
our most vulnerable and high-risk people over 65.
There are over 18,000 seniors in Bloom Township
and we are going to do everything in our power to
help as many as possible get vaccinated.

“Food security
is important”
- Trustee Noonan

As the pandemic went on, food needs increased and pantry
lines grew longer and longer. But our community came
together to assist those in need and our Food Pantry was
able to assist thousands of individuals and families with
fresh and shelf stable food during the pandemic.
Food Pantry distributions continue to occur every Monday
from 3-7:00 pm and Wednesdays from 10-2:00 pm.
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ELECTED OFFICIALS

by decorating their cars in a show of strength. Over 250
older adults still turned out to enjoy what was a beautiful
sunny day.

SENIOR SERVICES
Our senior services department continued to provide
excellent services to residents despite the year’s challenges.
We hosted January and February lunches with over 240
participants. We ran exercise and line dancing programs. Our
AARP tax program helped complete over 440 Federal and
State tax returns.
With the onset of the pandemic in March, we had to cancel
all in person group programs and services. It was devastating
to us and our clients particularly given concerns about
isolation.
To reach out, Senior Services staff began making wellness
calls to all program participants. Seniors really needed
people to talk to and we made sure they knew we were
always there for them. Our Bloom Township Yoga instructor
put together web-based videos for our exercise program so
seniors could keep moving and keep a positive attitude in a
very stressful time.
Though our traditional in-person Senior Picnic had to be
cancelled, we put on a wonderful Drive-Thru Senior Picnic
in August. We delivered the same great hot lunch, provided
music at the entry point and everyone received an American
Flag as a gift. Musical entertainment was still at the entry
of the drive-thru and seniors showed their spirit of resilience

SENIOR WHEELS

We also wanted to show our Senior Lunchers that we hadn’t
forgotten about them! We accommodated purchased ticket
holders with another boxed hot meal and entertainment to
listen to as they drove through. We know our seniors miss us
and we miss them too!
We have adjusted programming to still allow staff to
assist senior and disabled persons in applying for the Benefit
Access License Plate Discount and Free Ride Cards over the
phone. Over 900 persons were assisted with this program
in 2020.
In October, our trained Senior Health Insurance Program
(SHIP) Medicare counselors were ready to still help Medicare
recipients decide on Medicare Part D insurance options for
their medications. Over the phone, our staff helped 360
older adults with reliable information.

YOUTH DEPARTMENT
The pandemic has been incredibly challenging for young
people. Our Bloom Township Youth and Family Services
department has worked extra hard to help them get through
this difficult time. We brought some fun to over 100 children
at a Halloween Event held October 28th at Bloom Township
Veterans Memorial Park and Skyline Pool parking lot. The
children received a treat bag that included candy and – of
course – a mask! Parents drove their children through and
some kids wore their Halloween costumes. Youth department staff were masked up and wore their own costumes to
help celebrate the event and bring some smiles to the children’s faces.

Bloom Township Community Outreach addresses our
residents’ critical needs. The pivot from normalcy to the
Covid-19 outbreak has been stressful for most families.
Providing a safe, effective way to deliver tangible goods and
services to support residents throughout Bloom Township
will always be our goal.
It can be difficult to cope with changing daily routines and
with uncertainty about education, employment, and the
health of family and friends. There are additional major
challenges for seniors and the disabled.
Yet throughout the pandemic our staff has been on the
frontlines providing the support that residents need. We
adhere to CDC rules and regulations to maintain safe and
supportive spaces for both residents and staff.
Our team continues to support individuals and families who
remain quarantined or choose to isolate themselves because
of COVID. We find a way to meet residents’ needs, partnering
with other community organizations if necessary.

COUNSELING SERVICES
Due to Covid-19, the department is providing a safe environment for our clients and following CDC regulations. Bloom
Township Youth and Family Services offers an array of
short- term counseling services that will help address issues
facing young people. Counseling services are also available
for adults on topics including parenting, relationships, job
loss, coping with the death of a loved one and more. We
provided over 500 counseling sessions last year including
services at Jones Community Center.

Our Bloom Township Senior Wheels program was absolutely
essential during t h e pa n d e m i c . As s e n i o r s ’ d o c t o r
appointments were being cancelled, Senior Wheels continued
to provide life-saving transportation to dialysis centers for
patients. Grocery shopping was done during early morning
hours that were designated specifically for older adults at
grocery stores.

Bloom
Township
Food Pantry

Is asking for donations
to help in fulfilling their mission
and prevent hunger and food
insecurity for the 12 communities
in Bloom Township.

COVID guidelines were put in place and Senior Wheels
established strict sanitation procedures on all vehicles.
Drivers were provided PPE, and service was restricted to only
2 or 3 persons in a vehicle at one time to help prevent the
spread of COVID-19.
Senior Wheels helped deliver Food Pantry bags to seniors
who would have otherwise had to take a bus to get their
food. Drivers also took the packages to the doors of older
adults who were worried about where they could get their
food when no transportation otherwise was available.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

All donations greater
than $25 receive an
American Flag kit
to symbolize our
community pride.

Donations can be mailed or
delivered to 425 S. Halsted,
Chicago Heights, IL
Attn: Food Pantry
Visit the Bloom Township website
at bloomtownship.org or
call 708-543-2555 with
questions about services.

We have delivered over 50 meals a month to seniors and
disabled people since the onset of COVID-19. We supported
over 65 families in Ford Heights during the water bill crisis.
We assist other departments with food, water, sanitizer
and mask distributions. We help families when hardships or
emergencies occur and they cannot meet their daily needs.
Many in our community have had to orient their lives around
computers and social media accounts. Our website is a
valuable resource for residents to get detailed information
about the programs and services we offer.
Bloom Township Community Outreach continues to
empower residents to move forward while being a reassuring
voice and resource during the Covid-19 crisis.

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!
Bloom Township desires to have direct input
on programs and services from the 12 communities that it serves. Please take a look at
the vast list of programs and services already
listed at www.bloomtownship.org. If there is
something that you would like to see offered,
please contact 708-754-9400 ext. 7804 or
email newprograms@bloomtownship.org.

SUPERVISOR’S
MESSAGE

BLOOM TOWNSHIP
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

THOMAS “TJ” SOMER SUPERVISOR

LOOKING FORWARD TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE!

JOE STANFA - HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER

Our Bloom Township community has overcome so much in
the past year. We have mourned the passing of loved ones,
sheltered at home for our own safety and the safety of
others, and adjusted to mask-wearing, social distancing and
new ways of living our everyday lives.

MAINTENANCE FACILITY
GROUND BREAKING CEREMONIES
As the emergency service branch of the township,
all Highway Department personnel were essential service
workers. Our team was available to assist the community 7
days a week; 24 hours a day.

Since the pandemic started, Bloom Township Center adjusted
its programs and services to be able to continue to provide
essential services to the residents of the 12 communities we
serve. We did so with a view towards ensuring every member
of our community – from every background – had equal
access to services. We focused on equity and inclusion in every
program we ran.
The Food Pantry began touchless distributions. Transportation services continued for elderly and disabled persons
for life saving medical treatments. General Assistance and
Emergency Assistance was available to residents during the
pandemic and the recession it created. Assessor staff continued assisting property taxpayers with exemptions. Senior
Services began wellness check phone calls to program participants to reassure them that we were still here for them.
2020 showed the world the resiliency of all of our emergency responders and health care workers. Bloom Township’s
elected officials, staff and volunteers, Village Presidents and
Mayors worked to follow their lead. We all worked cooperatively to respond to needs in a new environment and deliver

ELECTED OFFICIALS
SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations to former Bloom
Township Trustee Carla Matthews
on her appointment as Bloom Township Clerk. Carla is a lifelong resident
of Bloom Township first elected as
a Trustee in 2005. Carla had served
on the Thomas Cellini Huntington’s
Foundation board since 2005 and served on the Steger/
South Chicago Heights Library Board from 1995-2001.
She is looking forward to serving all 12 Bloom Township
communities for the next four years!

In addition to assisting with pandemic-related emergencies,
we continued with routine maintenance to the unincorporated
roads, removed storm damage from wind and rain, removed
snow, repaired roads; patched potholes and responded to fly
dumping on the roads.
the essential services required for this critical time. We are
working with local partners to get as many people vaccinated as possible.

The Highway Department was also essential in assisting with
the delivery of food to homebound seniors in cooperation
with the Food Pantry’s pandemic outreach efforts.

Despite the COVID challenges, a resilient Bloom Township Center had many accomplishments. Please visit www.
bloomtownship.org and sign up for alerts on programs and
services. Visit and like our Facebook pages and contact our
offices at 708-754-9400. We are 12 communities strong
#BTC12STRONG! Bloom Township Center is looking forward
to a brighter future!
-Bloom Township Supervisor TJ Somer

Congratulations as well to Cheryl
Franklin who was appointed Bloom
Township Trustee in December of 2020.
She is a lifelong Bloom Township
resident, a Bloom Township High
School graduate, and lives in Chicago
Heights. Cheryl has Masters Degrees
in Education and Principal Leadership
from Governors State University.
Cheryl’s passion is education – with 19 years experience
in the field - and she serves as Dean of Students at a local
junior high school. She spent 14 years in the Ford Heights
School District and served as a School Board member
for the Park Forest-Chicago Heights School District
from 2002-2016. Cheryl has two adult children and four
grandchildren and attends Flesh Becoming Word Church
in Lansing, IL where she is an active member serving as
the membership director and Sunday School teacher

Bloom Township Highway Commissioner Joseph Patrick
Stanfa was also proud to announce the construction of a
new Highway Department Garage in Chicago Heights.
Commonwealth Edison and NiCor notified the Highway
Department that the building located at 1640 State Street
was sitting on an old gas plant location and that the soil was

#BTC12STRONG
BLOOM TOWNSHIP IS 12
COMMUNITIES STRONG!

Pictured L to R
Joseph Chiczewski, President Eco Solutions, Inc.
David Gonzalez, Mayor of Chicago Heights
Joseph Patrick Stanfa, Bloom Township Highway Commissioner
Anthony DeLuca, State Representative 80th District
Supervisor TJ Somer, Bloom Township Supervisor

contaminated. With a recommendation and grant from Com
Ed and NiCor, and in agreement with the Road and Bridge
District, the Highway Department will be re-locating to
the intersection of Independence Avenue and Oak Street
in Chicago Heights. Com Ed and NiCor will decontaminate
the old site.
The State-of-the-art eco-friendly building will be ADA
compliant and include a steel roof for insulation. It will be
completed utilizing environmentally safe construction
practices and increase energy efficiency with more LED lighting and natural lighting. The new facility will feature offices,
mechanical repair areas, and storage for vehicles and road
and bridge maintenance materials. We are also building a salt
dome, which will be shared with the City of Chicago Heights.
The groundbreaking was held in January of 2020. Since that
time, Commissioner Stanfa and the Department team have
ensured that all pre-engineering and foundation work has
gone smoothly and all proper utility connections have been
run to the building. New permanent perimeter fencing is
being installed. The outside wrap and roof will be
completed soon.
One of Commissioner Stanfa’s long time priorities has been
to save Monarch butterflies who pass through our area.
Incorporated on the land of the new building will be a
monarch butterfly garden; part of our ongoing efforts to
beautify Bloom Township!

All of Lynwood, South Chicago Heights,
Sauk Village, Chicago Heights,
Ford Heights, Parts of Steger, Olympia
Fields, Flossmoor, Homewood,
Park Forest, Lansing and Glenwood.

disaster proclamation by the Governor of Illinois, the CCAO
also applied a COVID-19 Adjustment to property values.

ASSESSOR’S NEWS
NORA GOMEZ , ASSESSOR

THE 2020 TRIENNIAL REASSESSMENT
FOR BLOOM TOWNSHIP
For many, the property tax system is one of overwhelming complexity, filled with formulas, factors and confusing
abbreviations. Residential property tax bills depend on the
property’s local tax rate, its assessed value, any exemptions
applied to the property, and Cook County’s Equalization Factor. For Tax Year 2020, tax rates, exemptions, and the Equalization Factor have not yet been calculated. These numbers
will all be printed on the second-installment tax bills mailed
by the Cook County Treasurer. 2020 reassessments will affect
second-installment property tax bills sent in 2021.
Because real estate values change over time, reassessments
adjust property values to reflect the current market. This can
change a property’s share of the tax burden, leading to a
corresponding change in its tax bill.
The median estimated Fair Market Value for a single-family
home in Bloom Township in 2020 is $108,020.
Bloom Township is the 6th largest township in the
south and west suburbs. In 2020, it had:
• 25,908 single-family homes
• 1,436 residential condos
• 1,285 class 2 multi-family apartments of 2-6 units

Each home’s adjustment depends on its location and property type. The COVID-19 pandemic is associated with increasing unemployment. Historically, when unemployment rises,
housing prices decline. The CCAO estimated unemployment
in each of Bloom’s neighborhoods and then created a
COVID-19 Adjustment for single-family homes and condos
in each neighborhood. Neighborhoods with higher estimated
unemployment had larger adjustments. All COVID-19
adjustments were applied to your reassessment notice.
The pandemic has brought with it many obstacles. We had
to find new ways of conducting business while assisting our
constituents. During a normal reassessment year, our
office is busy with constituents filing appeals and attending
seminars. This year, our building was closed to the public and
our office had to file all the appeals via phone. Even though
our building was closed to the public, we serviced more
than 2,000 constituents and filed 900 appeals for Bloom
Township residents. No matter the challenges, we are always
available to help you!

DEPARTMENTS

CARLA MATTHEWS, CLERK

Hello Bloom Township Residents! Let me start by introducing
myself. My name is Carla Matthews and I was appointed
Bloom Township Clerk in November 2020 after serving as
Trustee since 2005. As Clerk, I look forward to continuing to
serve the 12 communities in Bloom Township and I look forward
to hearing your ideas on how we can better serve you.
We always strive to keep you informed, so please read the
important information below:
COVID-19 Safety:
For your own safety, continue to follow the CDC and IDPH
health guidelines: wear your mask in public; maintain social
distancing of 6 feet whenever possible; wash your hands
often and use sanitizer after contact. If you need a mask, the
Clerk’s office can provide one to you!
COVID-19 Vaccinations:
You can check your eligibility for this important vaccine, and
register for it, at vaccine.cookcountyil.gov or you can call
(833) 308-1988. Please use online registration if possible.
For more general information about COVID-19 please visit
DPH.Illinois.Gov.

Early voting at designated sites will begin March 22nd through
April 5th at these nearby locations:
Prairie State College, 202 Halsted Street, Chicago Heights
Lynwood Senior Center, 21490 Lincoln Hwy., Lynwood
Park Forest Village Hall, 350 Victory Lane, Park Forest, and
South Chicago Heights Senior Center, 3140 Enterprise
Parkway, South Chicago Heights
Voter Registration:
If you are not yet registered to vote, are still registered at an
old address, or are unsure of your voter status, simply visit
www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/register-vote. This site will
allow you to register to vote online or download a hard copy
voter registration form to be completed and mailed back to
the County Clerk’s office. The deadline for online registration
is March 21st. If it is more convenient for you, visit the Bloom
Township Clerk’s office and we can register you in person.
Stay safe and stay in touch!

Assessors Office - Ext# 7263
Elena Leal, Deputy Assessor
elenal@bloomtownship.org

Sales: The median sale price of a single-family home that
sold in Bloom Township in 2019 was $125,000. Median sale
prices have increased 38% from 2016, when the median sale
price was $90,500.
Assessments: The Cook County Assessor’s median estimated Fair Market Value (FMV) for a single-family home in
Bloom in 2020 is $108,020. FMVs in Bloom have changed by
a median of -3% since 2017, and the median estimated FMV
was $111,030. Bloom has grown by approximately $60.2
million (12.7%) in total assessed value from 2019 to 2020.

Clerk’s Office - Ext# 7267
Janie Ruiz, Deputy Clerk
janier@bloomtownship.org

Every home is different: Because of several factors including
age, neighborhood and square footage, your home’s change
in assessed value may be different from a neighbor’s change,
or different from the median change.

General Assistance - Ext# 7293
Anna Scrementi, Director
annas@bloomtownship.org

COVID-19 Adjustment
Typically during a reassessment in 2020, the Assessor’s Office
would produce a 2020 Market Estimate of your home’s value
based only on prior sales of homes. Due to the significant
economic impact of the COVID-19 outbreak and the natural

NEWS FROM
THE CLERK

Elections:
Voting is critical for our community. The next election is April
6, 2021 and you have many options for casting your ballot.
You can vote by mail (a convenient way to stay safe and avoid
crowds), vote early in-person or vote on election day. You can
get instructions on all these options at www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/elections. If you experience difficulty or have any
questions contact us at (708) 754-9400 and we will assist you.

Senior Department - Ext# 7277
Sheryl Ford, Director
sherylf@bloomtownship.org
Youth & Family Services - Ext#7286
Rocina Torres, Counselor
rocinat@bloomtownship.org

Disabled Services - Ext# 7292
Leticia Johnson, Director
ljohnson@bloomtownship.org
Transportation - Ext# 7276
Gayle Planera, Coordinator
gaylep@bloomtownship.org

GENERAL
ASSISTANCE
KEITH LOTTIS THE GENERAL ASSISTANCE
CASEWORKER AND COMMUNITY
OUTREACH COORDINATOR.

Between the pandemic, the stay-at-home orders and the
closures of schools and businesses, this past year has
challenged Bloom Township residents like no other.
Many residents were laid off and unable to successfully
apply for unemployment benefits. Some faced a loss of
income due to illness, or had their hours drastically reduced.
Many residents found themselves in need of services now
more than ever.
The General Assistance Department adapted to these
changes to meet the needs of our residents in the most
efficient and safest ways possible. We worked – often remote-

ly - to assist over 250 families in recent months. Our General
Assistance staff is here to assist residents Monday through
Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM via phone, email and - as
restrictions ease - in person by appointment.
General Assistance provides monthly assistance to meet
basic needs for those with little to no income who have
exhausted all other avenues of assistance. Emergency
Assistance provides financial assistance to help alleviate a
life-threatening circumstance or catastrophic occurrence.
These programs are always available for residents who meet
financial and non-financial criteria. Our Utility Assistance
program, which will open April 15, 2021, is a twice a year program for residents facing a hardship meeting utility costs.
Please contact the General Assistance office for
more information and eligibility requirements on all available programs.

