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REACHING OUT TO HELP SINCE 1850
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“THE LUNCH LADIES” – Meet some of our Senior Wheels VIP Riders
take turns deciding where to go and
that person then makes the arrangements with the Dispatch office.

The lively conversation, good food,
and warm friendships lift Alice Ortiz’s
spirits in ways she never expected.
“For me it’s a lifesaver. My husband
was sick, so it was helpful for me to
have opportunities to get out and
mingle to help take my mind off
things,” said Alice. Getting out of
the house two to three times a
month for lunch or shopping has
Alice looking forward to those
afternoons.

All 10 ladies met and became
acquainted while riding the township
bus. Through common destinations
and conversation, they formed friendships and decided to get together on
a regular basis. They have been
meeting for lunch for over 12 years.
“The gals used to always call me to
see how my husband was feeling. We
check up on each other and it’s a nice,

Every month, a group of five to ten
ladies gather at a local restaurant
to enjoy each other’s company. All
utilize Bloom Township Senior
Wheels to get them there. They

caring group of ladies. They pick up
my spirits,” Alice said gratefully.
Another long time rider, Marilyn
Muller, is one of the original founders
of this delightful group of women.
“We never argue and we don’t get
mad. We all get along. We like to talk
about food.”
Many of the women use the bus
service on a daily basis; it serves as
their primary source for getting
around. In addition to restaurants,
Senior Wheels transports seniors and
disabled individuals to medical
appointments, grocery stores,
banks, and retail stores.
Th e M a ri e Irw i n C e n t e r i s
now available as a destination
as well. This enables Bloom
Township residents to enjoy
their many programs such as
weekly lunches, Bingo and fun
classes.
n

Food Pantry
SNAP Application Assistance
Bloom Township Food Pantry assists with food
stamp applications on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Assistance now available by
appointment ONLY
Bloom Township Food Pantry now hosts FREE nutrition and
wellness classes in collaboration with Aunt Martha’s Health and
Wellness Center. New topic discussed every class.

Make a
Donation

Food or monetary donations are accepted at Bloom
Township Monday thru Thursday from 9 am to 4:30pm
Contact Leticia at 708-543-2555 for all food pantry
information. Se habla Espanol.

South Chicago Heights Mayor
Terry Matthews delivers donation to
Bloom Township Food Pantry

Senior Services
Senior Citizen Programs All Year
Round. Bloom Township Senior
Department offers a variety of
interesting and helpful programs
throughout the year. Please feel free
to check in with us any time to learn
about what we are offering!
The Senior Community Lunch
program is a great way to get out of
the house and enjoy an afternoon
of delicious food, entertainment,
dancing and raffle prizes. The lunches
are held once a month at the Serbian
Social Center. Bloom Township
residents can purchase tickets for $6
(non-residents welcome at $12). Join
us this season with new entertainers
and prizes!
You may also enjoy working out in our
“Stronger Seniors” class which meets

twice a week. This program helps
improve your ability to be stable and
balanced, stay mobile, go up and
down stairs, and to play with your
grandchildren.
Register and join our Line Dancing
classes offered once a week. Line
dance with the best of them and learn
the Electric Slide, Boot Scootin’
Boogie and more!
If you still file Federal or State
Income Tax, don’t forget to make an
appointment early with our AARP
volunteers. They are trained by the
IRS to do your taxes at no cost.
These appointments fill up fast!
Throughout the year, Drivers Review
classes are offered by the Secretary
of State. This class is a simple review

of the Rules of the Road for those
wanting a refresher course before
taking a driver’s test. AARP also offers
a “Smart Drivers” Course. This two
day class is more focused on aging
and driving issues. A certificate is
offered upon completion that may
entitle you to a discount on your
vehicle insurance.
An attorney is available once a
month to assist with a Free Simple
Will. Should you need an attorney
for more involved issues including
housing, finances, consumer fraud,
exploitation or abuse, the township
partners with CDEL (Center for
Disability and Elder Law). You can
meet right here in our offices!
n

Bloom Township Day
On September 21st, over 60 residents
celebrated the 2nd Annual Bloom
Township Day with raffles, refreshments and important information
sharing.
At the Bloom Township offices, residents met staff, asked questions and
collected valuable information on
Township services and programs in
the 12 communities we serve.
These include general assistance,

road and bridge maintenance, senior
citizens programs, youth programs,
assistance to the disabled, information and assistance with property tax
exemption and appeals, notary services, transportation and more.
“Recognition events are a great way
to show the community what their
local government is doing,” stated
Jerry Crabtree, Associate Director of
the Township Officials of Illinois.

Bloom Township will host the 3rd Annual Bloom Township Day on Friday,
September 21, 2018!
n

Community Outreach
A Summary from General Assistance Case Worker and Community Outreach Specialist Keith Lott
What a wonderful year of service we
have had here at Bloom Township
Community Outreach. Countless
t h a n k s a re d u e t o m a n y l o c a l
community organizations, community
leaders and residents for their support
in helping meet the needs of their
fellow Bloom Township residents.
We enjoy working with community
organizations to meet the needs of
residents. I would like to thank Stanley
Martin, Empower Career Outlook, Da
Lina Baily, District Manager of South
Chicago Community Service Center
and Lisa Bracket, Safer Foundation for
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providing information on employment
opportunities and job fairs. MRES is a
real estate management company
that supports our General Assistance
programs and we are grateful for their
assistance in supporting our residents
during critical situations.
One of the most rewarding parts
of my job is attending meetings to
build partnerships and learn about
community needs. In the summer, a
family in Sauk Village lost their home
due to fire and weather damage.
Sauk Village Trustee Cecil Tate did
outstanding work aiding this family.

He reached out to Bloom Township
and other local agencies to find
temporary housing until permanent
housing was made available.
We are also grateful to Bloom
Township High School Athletic
Department’s Joe Reda. With the help
of the high school staff he was able to
secure hundreds of wrapped gifts,
coats and bicycles for children who
were less fortunate than most. Thanks
everyone!
n

Youth & Family Services
Strengthening Family Relationships.
Parenting is a rewarding but challenging job. Children can change dramatically as they grow, and frequently
parents are left wondering how to
handle tough situations. They need
someone to turn to for assistance.
Bloom Township Youth and Family
Services Department offers several
different programs for parents and
children - including teens - that will
help strengthen family relationships.
Services Available in English
and Spanish
Youth and Family Services has been
helping Bloom Township families for
many years by offering a variety of
services.
• Counseling for youth and their
families to help improve family
relationships in times of stress or
crisis.
• Marriage Counseling, Couples
Counseling and Therapy
Our professional bilingual
counselors and social workers
adopt a direct and active
approach. They are trained to help
couples with a wide range of
problems, including:
• Communication struggles
• Repairing and rebuilding
relationships
• Conflict resolution skills
• Infidelity
• Newlywed adjustment
• Pre- Marital counseling
• Pregnancy and post-birth couple
counseling
• Parenting
• Adoption
• Divorce
• Sexual problems
• Financial stress
• Removal of a partner or family
member due to immigration issues
• Counseling for youth on probation
and their families.
• Systematic Training for Effective
Parenting (S.T.E.P)
S.T.E.P helps parents meet the
challenges of raising a family by teaching them to become more knowledgeable, confident and successful in
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relating to their children. Issues
discussed include misbehavior,
communication, encouragement,
natural and logical consequences,
family meetings, drug and alcohol
abuse prevention.
We provide these classes when
ordered by the Court, the
Department of Children and Family
Services or when anyone desires guidance on becoming a better parent.
Anger Management
We offer affordable Anger Management Classes and Evaluations at the
request of the court, social service
agencies, probation departments or
employers.
Six 2-hour group sessions cover
understanding anger, accountability,
stress and relaxation, assertive
communication and strategies for
anger management.
We offer individual sessions for clients
who are unable to attend groups.
We have a Satellite office at Jones
Center - Harold Colbert Jones
Memorial Community Center 220 E.
15th St, Chicago Heights, IL 60411
We also provide counselling services
for those families that are in need of
our services.
Internship Program for Social
Workers
Our Social Work Internship Program is
overseen by our Therapist John
Zarlengo. Jr. M.S.W., A.C.S.W Youth
and Family Therapist.
In alignment with our mission and
values, as an intern you will be part of
a dynamic, multi-disciplinary team of
talented professionals. You will find
opportunities that provide more than
just a job, but also personal and
professional growth. You will be part
of a positive atmosphere promoting
resiliency and recovery.
Contact us to learn more about
internship program goals and responsibilities.
n

We also provide Job Opportunities
for Bloom Township Youth ages 14
thru 17
YOUTH
EMPLOYMENT
AND
READINESS NOW (Y.E.A.R.N.)
Y. E . A . R . N . i s a t h re e - p h a s e
employment training and career
d e v e l o p m e n t p ro g r a m . Yo u t h
participants receive work experience
with not-for-profit community
agencies. They attend field trips
geared toward available career
opportunities and participate in a
series of workshops. This experience
allows them to develop the skills
necessary for acquiring and
maintaining meaningful employment.
YOUTH EMPLOYED FOR SENIOR
SERVICES (Y.E.S.S.)
Y.E.S.S. is an on-going, intergenerational program which provides minor
home cleaning and seasonal services
to seniors as well as citizens with
disabilities. These services allow the
recipients the opportunity to live
safely, independently, and with dignity
in their own homes.
YOUTH CONSERVATION AND
LEADERSHIP CORPS (Y.C.L.C.)
Y.C.L.C. is an outdoor summer
e m p l o y m e n t p ro g r a m . Yo u t h
participants work on projects that
develop and improve sites within
Bloom Township and the Forest
Preserve District while improving their
communication, problem-solving, and
leadership skills.
Completion of Employment
Application is NOT a Guarantee of
Employment
We also provide seasonal youth
opportunities:
Soccer
Tutoring
Holiday events
Car wash fundraiser
n

mother-in-law had
been approved! I
Our family began last year with a desperate need for a was so surprised
ramp for my mother-in-law Mrs. Garza who is disabled. and happy that it
I began searching for help and spoke with many different took me several minpeople, agencies and organizations. But I soon grew utes to respond to the
call!
frustrated because I was not having any success.

Letter: Ramp Assistance Success!

Fortunately, I was finally referred to Leticia Gonzalez and
the Department of Disabled Services at Bloom Township.
She took the time to learn about our family’s specific
situation and began gathering information to see if she
could help.

They moved so
quickly that by
Wednesday, Mrs.
Garza was a proud owner of a new beautiful ramp that
has already been put to use.

Leticia called to inform me that the Township program
would pay 50% of the cost of building the ramp. While I
greatly appreciated the offer, I expressed my concern that
my mother in-law would not be able to pay the other 50%.

I want to thank Bloom Township and the UAW/Ford Community Service Team—and especially Leticia for treating me
with respect, decency, and in a timely manner.

Advice to all caregivers: Do not give up the ship! Keep
Fortunately, Leticia “worked her magic” and let me know looking, keep fighting, do not let things get you down beBloom Township could partner with UAW/FORD Com- cause there are some people in this world who still CARE!
munity Service Team. They provide ramps at no cost to -Pete Luna,
qualified disabled residents in Bloom Township—and my A Very Happy Recipient

Lawn Cuts

BLOOM TOWNSHIP
DISABLED SERVICES

Qualiﬁed residents of
single family homes are eligible for
FREE lawn cuts at their residence

Ramps

Qualiﬁed home owners are eligible
for a FREE ramp to be constructed
at their residence

Call 708-754-9400 x2561 to Pre-Qualify

News from the Clerk
As the Bloom
Township Clerk, I
work with many
organizations and
agencies to provide
the most current
information to
Lisa Aprati
residents. Please
Clerk
review the services
we provide and
contact our office if you have any
questions.
VEHICLE STICKERS
Individuals residing in the unincorporated
area may purchase a Cook County
vehicle sticker in the Clerk’s Office.
Cook County stickers are valid from
July 1st of the current year to June
30th of the following year. A late
penalty equal to the price of the
sticker or $25.00 - whichever is
greater - will be applied to stickers
purchased after July 1st. Individuals
must purchase a sticker within 30 days
of a vehicle purchase or 60 days from
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the date they moved in to the unincorporated area of the Township.
Cook County rates for vehicle stickers
are:
Passenger cars -- $80.00
Trucks and large SUVs -- $100.00
Motor bicycles -- $50.00
65 and over -- no fee
Physically disabled with proof of
Secretary of State Disabled ID card
and Permanent Handicap Placard – no
fee
The Clerk’s Office accepts cash,
personal checks or money orders for
sticker payment(s).
VOTER REGISTRATION
Applicants must be a United States
citizen, be eighteen by the next
election and be a resident of their
precinct for 30 days.
Registered voters can pick up a Mail
Ballot Application if the voter expects
to be unable to vote on Election Day.
If a registered voter needs information

regarding elections dates, early
voting, polling locations and polling
hours the clerk’s office will provide the
information.
HANDICAP PARKING PLACARD
Temporary Handicap Parking Placards
are issued to qualified individuals who
submit an application signed by their
physician stating the nature and
duration of the applicant’s disability
which does not exceed three months.
Applicants with a disability exceeding
three months or a long term disability
will be referred to the proper State
Agency.
BOARD MEETINGS
Bloom Township Board of Trustees
meetings are on the 2 nd and 4 th
Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
at the Bloom Township Center.
The Clerk’s Office is honored to
serve you!
n

Letter from the Supervisor
Happy Holidays
Bloom Township!
On behalf of the
e n t i re B l o o m
To w n s h i p s t a ff
and our elected
Thomas “TJ”
officials, we wish
Somer
you a wonderful
Supervisor
and fulfilling holiday. There is no better time of year
to spend with family and friends and

to be thankful for all that we have.
There is also no better time to
remember those who have not been
so fortunate. Do what you can to
help – donate to a food pantry; clean
out a closet and pass down the
sweaters, coats, hats and gloves that
you haven’t worn in years; dedicate
a few hours to serving food at a
homeless center; be watchful over
your elderly neighbors and those

who are alone this time of year. The
touch of friendship and compassion
makes every holiday s p e c i a l . A n d
i f y o u e v e r h a v e questions on
how to help or are in need of help,
please call Bloom Township. We’re
here to serve you.
TJ Somer
Bloom Township Supervisor
n

Highway Commissioner News
An update from
our Highway
Department
As we head into
the
winter
season, I would
Joe Stanfa
first like to thank
Highway
everyone who has
Commissioner
participated in the
Monarch Magnet Township program. We have done a great job increasing the amount of milkweed
locally – and increasing the numbers
of beautiful Monarch butterflies.
We still have much to do – because

of weather issues impacting the
butterflies, we need a good start
planting more milkweeds next
Spring. Please stay involved!
During this season, Bloom Township
motorists need to pay particular
attention to rain storms and wet
leaves – slowing down to prevent
possible crashes. On asphalt roads,
the first 15 minutes of a rainstorm
are the most dangerous because
of the oils that are released back on
the road after a dry period. The
combination of these oils and recently fallen leaves can cause trouble!

If you are traveling too fast when you
break, even anti-lock brakes won’t
prevent wet leaves from moving
under the tires as well. Wet leaves
can make a curve in the road very
slippery. A good practice is to drive
slower in the rain to increase your
chances of a safe commute.
In closing, I want to wish all of you, a
safe and wonderful holiday season. And remember, “IN ICE AND
SNOW, TAKE IT SLOW !”
n

News from the Assessor
The 2017 property
tax year is upon
us with several
important changes.
Recently signed
legislation has
finally brought
Nora
Martinez-Gomez
property tax
Assessor
relief to our residents. Here are
the changes that will affect your 2nd
Installment Property Tax due in 2018:
• Homeowners Exemptions go
from $7,000 to $10,000 in EAV
• Senior Exemptions go from
$5,000 to $8,000 in EAV
• Senior Freeze income level goes
to $65,000 from $55,000 total
household income
• There is a new minimum $2,000
EAV deduction for the Senior
Freeze
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These changes will help offset
the increases in assessed valuation.
Senior Exemptions
Renewal applications will be mailed
mid-January. These exemptions
must be filed annually.
New first time seniors may apply for
the senior exemption mid-February.
The
senior
must
meet
t h e s e requirements:
• Birthdate in 1952 or prior
• Own the property on January 1,
2017 – it must be your principal
residence.
• Have a copy of your property tax
bill and picture ID
Our office has been informed that
taxpayers are being solicited by
people claiming to work at the Cook
County Assessor’s Office. These

solicitors have been notifying
taxpayers that they have missing
exemptions or they should file
p ro p e rty ta x a p p e a l s a n d a re
encouraging taxpayers to hire them
to file Certificates of Error and
Appeals on their behalf. The
Assessor wants taxpayers to be
aware that they do not need
re p re s e n t a t i o n t o f i l e f o r a
Certiﬁcate of Error or to ﬁle a
Property Tax Appeals.
Si usted tiene preguntas acerca de
los impuestos de propiedad Elena
Leal le puede ayudar en La Oficina
de Bloom Township.
n

Bloom Township Center
425 South Halsted St.
Chicago Heights, IL 60411

Like us on Facebook
at Bloom Township
Government

Bloom
Township
Center

General Assistance
General Assistance provides
financial assistance to meet basic
maintenance needs to those with
very low or no income, and do not
qualify for any other local, county,
state or federal assistance programs.
Emergency Assistance provides
financial assistance to help alleviate
a life-threatening circumstance, a
catastrophic occurrence or to attain
self-sufficiency.

Utility Assistance is a onetime
payment for those facing a hardship paying their gas, electric or
water bills. Residents can apply
once every 18 months. Utility Assistance will open again April 10,
2018. This program opens twice a
year and can close without notice.
General Assistance programs
have financial and non-financial
criteria. As every resident’s needs
differ, please contact our General
Assistance staff members with
any questions.

DEPARTMENTS
Assessors Ofﬁce - Ext# 7263
Elena Leal, Representative
elenal@bloomtownship.org

General Assistance - Ext# 7293
Anna Scrementi, Director
annas@bloomtownship.org

Clerk’s Ofﬁce - Ext# 7267
Janie Ruiz, Deputy
janier@bloomtownship.org

Disabled Services - Ext# 7292
Leticia Gonzalez, Director
leticiag@bloomtownship.org

Senior Department - Ext# 7277
Sheryl Ford, Director
sherylf@bloomtownship.org

Transportation - Ext# 7276
Gayle Planera, Coordinator
gaylep@bloomtownship.org

Youth & Family Services - Ext#7285
Norma Caratachea, Director
normac@bloomtownship.org

425 South Halsted St.
Chicago Heights, IL 60411
Phone: 708-754-9400
Fax: 708-754-6024
www.bloomtownship.org

ELECTED OFFICIALS
Thomas “TJ” Somer, Supervisor
754-9400
supervisor@bloomtownship.org
Lisa Aprati, Clerk
754-9400
clerk@bloomtownship.org
Joe Stanfa,
Highway Commissioner
758-7070
jstanfa@bloomtownship.org
Nora Martinez-Gomez, Assessor
754-9400
assessor@bloomtownship.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Laretta Perez
lperez@bloomtownship.org
Carla Matthews
cmatthews@bloomtownship.org
Michael Noonan
mnoonan@bloomtownship.org
Kevin J. Watson
kwatson@bloomtownship.org
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